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Outline 

• BEA’s trade in services statistics 

• Overview of Trade in Services Initiative 

• Expanding detail by country 

• Expanding detail by type of service 
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BEA’s Major Trade in Services Categories 
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U.S. Exports and Imports of Services 2015 
[Billions of dollars] 

    

Total trade in services 1,240 
Travel 317 
Other business services (R&D, professional, and technical) 234 
Transport 184 
Charges for the use of intellectual property 164 
Financial services 128 
Telecommunications, computer, and information services 72 
Insurance services 65 
Government goods and services 42 
Maintenance and repair services 33 



Services Trade Statistics in BEA Publications 

• U.S. International Trade in Goods and Services 
– Monthly (joint with Census Bureau) 

• U.S. International Transactions Accounts 
– Quarterly 

• International Services: Conventional Trade and 
Services Supplied through Affiliates  
– Annual 

– Most detailed by type and country 
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May 2014 Advisory Committee Meeting 

• Comprehensive Restructuring of the 
International Economic Accounts (June 2014) 
– We identified next steps 

• Expand country detail for existing service types 
• Create new statistics by type and country 
• Refine classification of intellectual property 

transactions 
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FY16 Trade in Services Initiative 
• Expansion of trade in services detail 

– Geography (partner country) 
– Type of service 
– Industry of transactor 
– Mode of delivery 

• Scope of work 
– Modify existing surveys and consider new surveys 
– Identify new data sources 
– Research new estimation methods 
– Modify statistical production systems 
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General Timeline 

11/10/2016 

7 

Oct 
2016 

Publish 
expanded 

annual 
geography 

Conduct 
research and 

develop 
more 

granular 
statistics 

Jun 
2017 

Dec 
2018 

Jun 
2019 

Dec 
2016 

Publish 
expanded 
services 
statistics 

Jun 
2018 

Dec 
2017 

Publish 
expanded 
quarterly 

geography 



Expanding Detail by Country 
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Expanded Annual Geography 
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Expanded Annual Geography 

• Number of countries published separately 
increased from 33 to 72 

• Previously included in “others” 
– e.g., Other Europe, Other South and Central 

America, Other Asia and Pacific 

• Share of total exports and imports accounted 
for by separately published countries increased 
from 80% to 93% 
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Expanded Annual Geography 

Free trade agreements in force (FTA) 
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Previously Newly 

Published (7) Published (13) 

    

Australia Bahrain CAFTA-DR 

Canada Colombia   Costa Rica 

Chile Jordan   El Salvador 

Israel Morocco   Guatemala 

Korea Oman   Honduras 

Mexico Panama   Nicaragua 

Singapore Peru   Dominican Republic 



Expanded Annual Geography 

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
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Previously Newly 

Published (8) Published (3) 

    
Australia Brunei 
Canada Peru 
Chile Vietnam 
Japan   
Malaysia 
Mexico   
New Zealand 
Singapore 



Expanded Annual Geography 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (T-TIP) 
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Previously Newly 
Published (8) Published (20) 

    
France Austria Hungary 
Germany Belgium Latvia 
Ireland Bulgaria Lithuania 
Italy Croatia Luxembourg 
Netherlands Cyprus Malta 
Spain Czech Republic Poland 
Sweden Denmark Portugal 

United Kingdom Estonia Romania 
  Finland Slovakia 
  Greece Slovenia 



Expanded Annual Geography 

Other countries with significant transactions 
– Russia 
– Nigeria 
– Turkey 
– U.K. Islands Caribbean * 

 
* Includes British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, and Montserrat 
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U.S. Trade Aggregates 
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U.S. Trade Aggregates 
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New Data Allow New Comparisons 
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New Data Allow New Comparisons 
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New Data Show Impact of Country-Specific Events 

Sanctions related to Russia/Ukraine conflict 
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U.S. Exports of Services to Russia 
$ Change from Preceding Year 

[Millions of dollars] 

  2014  2015 
      
Total services 524 -1,979 

Charges for the use of intellectual property 46 -742 
Other business services (R&D, professional, and technical) 43 -373 
Travel 167 -343 
Financial services 106 -338 
Transport 110 -134 
Telecommunications, computer, and information services 40 -39 
Government goods and services -10 -8 
Insurance services -2 -5 
Maintenance and repair services 25 3 



Next Steps for Geographic Dimension 

• Assess feasibility of providing more history 

• Add new countries to BEA’s Application 
Programming Interface (API) 
– December 2016 

• Begin work to add new countries to BEA’s Trade 
and Investment Country Facts application 
– January 2017 

• Expand published quarterly statistics 
– June 2018   
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Expanding Detail by Type of Service 
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Services Initiative: Next Phase 

• Input from stakeholders 
• Review other classification systems  
• Modify survey forms to collect additional detail 

– Cognitive review and survey form design 
– Develop expanded sample frames 

• Develop new estimation methods 
• Modify processing systems 
• Outreach to survey respondents and data users 
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Stakeholder Outreach 
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Classification Systems 

Balance of 
Payments 
(BPM6) 

Extended 
Balance of 
Payments 
Services  
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Service-Type Detail 
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Service-Type Detail 
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Recent Changes to Data Collection 

• Classification of intellectual property (IP) 
transactions by types of rights conveyed 
– Rights to use IP 
– Rights to reproduce and/or distribute IP 
– Outright sale or purchase of IP, including use in 

perpetuity 
• Add components of personal, cultural, and 

recreational services 
– Health services 
– Heritage and recreational services 
– Audiovisual and production services 
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Other Changes to Align with Standards 

• Manufacturing services on physical inputs 
owned by others (goods for processing) 

• Implicit financial services 
• Pension services 
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Digital Services 
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Trade in ICT and Potentially ICT-Enabled Services, 2015 

ICT information and communications technology  



Committee Member Thoughts? 

• What are your priorities and data needs 
related to trade in services? 

• What questions would you like to answer 
about trade in services that you can’t with 
current data? 

• Are there other production classification 
systems we should consider? 
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