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A recent goal for the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS has been to pub-
lish shorter articles, which often span just one page, that tackle
timely issues relevant to BEA’s accounts. These articles have
proven quite popular with our users, and we will certainly pro-
duce more.

In that spirit, I’d like to mention a one-page article in this
month’s SURVEY that looks at recent fluctuations in Federal inter-
est payments and explains how these fluctuations stem largely
from Treasury Inflation-Protected Securities (TIPS), which have
become more popular recently. The article is part of the quarterly
government receipts and expenditures presentation that begins
on page 11. 

Also this month, please note the article discussing metropoli-
tan area personal income estimates for 2005, which were released
7 months earlier than the previous estimates. This acceleration
fulfills a major goal for BEA’s regional program and also reflects
BEA’s ongoing commitment to providing more timely releases of 
estimates across the board. We have accelerated releases in all of 
our program areas in the past 2 years, and we expect to find ways
to get our product to our customers even faster in the near fu-
ture.

We’ll keep you informed.

J. Steven Landefeld
Director, Bureau of Economic Analysis

Director’s Message
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